
YLaroh 2, 1931 

REQUEST OF TAVISTOCK SGlJMG CLINIC 

The Tavlotook Square Clinio of London has presented a request for 

aid in maintenanoe of a aenter for the mdvanoement of treatment, graduate 

education, and research in the field of minor mental and funotional nervous 

disordere. 

endowment of the  graduate education and researoh features of the plan. 

Aid requested is for a 5-year period leading toward8 eventual 

The amunt asked for is about $S5,000 a year for five years a a  

maintenance, and $500,000 for enduwment at the end of that time if in 

review of t h e  w& of the olinio the RF considers such a gift favorably. 

The Tavistook Square Clinio is under the direotion of h'. Ef. 

Criohton-Biillor, Dr. J. R. Ree8, and LJr. H.B. Braokenbury. 

voluntary private organization doing CL oonsiderable amount of troatmont 

end teaching in the field of minor mental disorders, the researoh facili- 

ties and aotivltiea are distinutly subordinated to the teaching of graduate 

students and to treatx~ent. 

of its  teachers possess suoh higher qualifioations as t h e  M.R.C.S. or 

F.H.C.P., comionly required of stafY members of the teaohing hoapitale fn 

London. 

time almost insignificant, and it appears that the education of the medf- 

cal profession in England in the diagnosis and treatment of minor mental 

and func'ional nervous diseases has been the main objeative up to the 

present. 

d research and a marked expansion in instruatim for graduatos in niedi- 

oine. The researoh program inoludes "olearer olinioal definition of dis- 

At present a 

It has no university status and relatively few 

Researoh work by ita staff members has been up to the present 

Plan8  for the future inolude improved faoilitles for treatmsat 
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order8 studied, physice.1 and psycholo.5ical testing of v w l o u s  methods of 

treat~nont,  correlation of data on various types of mind Hnd body w i t h  ef- 

feots  of vario*ls forms of treatment, spetlific tests of off~ctiveness of 

various forms of medical psyoho1oy;y in deareasin: siok leave, inefficiency 

turd other losses in industry." 

The chief finuncial support of the c l in i c  is f rom private dona- 

tions (uliout 6Zji;) , treatment fees (about 36)~), looture fees (8;;). 

1929-30 expenses of operation totaled about iS17,OGO annually (about  56% 

In 

in salaries of directors and physfoians, 13% administration charges, 27; 

laboratory). 

The aid of the Hoakefeller Foundation is asked towcqds 8n 

eventual development requiring $1,515,000 and comprising R central build- 

ing $400,000, a hoetel .$SS,OOO, homos fo r  nialadjusted ohildren #200,000, a 

fellowship fund $350,000, and endowment (from RF) ~500,000.  

The immediate or eventual assurance of the Tavistook Squwe Clinic 

being able to meet HF endownelit wlth eny oonsiderable measure of local sup- 

port is not clearly defined. The assets on Uarch 31, 1930, wero about 

$35,000 plus  about the same amount in a speoial extension fund. There is 

no rcvenuo from looal or national government. Consequently the future 

depends in l a r g e  1nea6ure on private donations, and increases i n  the s u m  

rewived from patients. 

Arguments in favor of t h e  RY making the requested grant m y  bo 

considered to be as follawsr 

1) Investigation and teaching in the fie1.d of mincr mental and funotlonal 
nervous disorders are of muuh importanoe and promise in Lkg1and as 
elsewhere. 

2) The staff and advisory board contain several English medioal authorities 
cnpablek judge the soundness and need of the projected development. 
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3) Growth and present a c t i v i t y  of the  o l i n i c  indioate an appreciation of 
There are about 900 pa t i en t s  annually and 300 on services rendered. 

t he  waiting l i s t .  
(1920) f o r  51 graduate physicians. 

Training has been provided s ince the beginning 

4) Present and proposed locat ion i s  PsvoraLlo t o  t he  services offered  by 
the  c l in i c .  

5) V r o j e c t  i s  one which does  not lend i t se l f  t o  popu1s.r appeal". 

6) "Prestige of a grant f r o m  the Rockefeller Foundation will be of great 
a i d  i n  influencing t h e  aotfon of wealthy m d  i n t e l l i g e n t  persons in  
::at", 1 and " . 

Against favoring at the present time the grant  of a id  requested 

a re  I 

a) We do not posseas adequate infannation on t h e  s t a t u s  of effor ts  i n  the  
f i e l d  of neirrology and psychintry i n  Groat Br l ta in  a t  the present t i m e ,  
and the cimmsL,ancas a r e  rapidly ohangins, 

b) l'here is reason t o  bel ieve t h a t  t he  type of service rendered b y  the  
Tavistoak Square Clinic  previously forbidden t o  Local Authorit ies 
( o l t y  administrations) but now permitted by a new l a w ,  is being organized by 
t h e  London County Counoil. Consequently act ion by t h e  RF might merely 
compete with government; Rgenoies supported by t axa t ion  in  a larger  and 
surer way than i s  possible for t h e  Tavistook Squwe Clinia. 
sion should be taken un t i l  t h i a  poss ib i l i t y  is thoroughly explored. 

No deoi -  

c) The Naudsley lloapital d t h  univers i ty  s t a tus ,  adequate quarters,  a wider  
program, and organio r e l a t i o n  t o  the outpat ient  c l in ioe  and asylums of 
the  London County Counoil may be in a be t t e r  posi t ion for teaching and 
rssearch work than the  Tavistock Squara Clinic .  

d) When p a r t i a l  or r e s t r i c t e d  programs are not  necessary as the  sole opportuni- 
ty possible, it would be open t o  question whether del ibera te  choice of an 
organization l imi t ing  itself t o  &nor mental disorders,  as a center f o r  
toaching and research work i s  advisable. 

e) Looal f inanoia l  support of t he  building program seems a t  the  present time 
problematical, and a permanent endowment for an organization with only 
the  present f a o i l i t i e s  of the Tavistook Square Clinio would be unwise. 

H ec ommcnd a t  i on 

It i s  recommended t h a t  a decision be postponed until fur ther  

knowledge can be obtained regarding the  plan8 of the  London County Council, 

and that; a decl inat ion of t he  request of t h e  Tavistock Square Clinic i o  

probably i n  order. 

AG: GB hG 


